
 

 
 

 
  

Party Watch Quarterly Report 1 
October 2017-January 2018 

By David A. Gitter, Julia G. Bowie, and Ann Listerud 
 



 2 

About This Report 
 
The Party Watch Initiative Quarterly Report 1 provides a comprehensive overview of the most 
important Chinese Communist Party (CCP)-related developments and trends for the period 
covering October 2017 to January 20181 and offers near-term estimates of their future direction. 
It includes analysis of the 19th Party Congress, Xi Jinping’s consolidation of power over the 
CCP, military, and security forces, the new National Supervision Law and anti-corruption 
campaign, economic developments in China’s “new era,” and the growing importance of CCP 
international liaison and united front work. The report is heavily based on Chinese language 
publications analyzed during the Initiative’s daily monitoring of authoritative CCP-regime 
sources. 
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1 Due to rapid and significant political developments in China, this quarterly report covers four months. It 
covers the months of October, November, December, and the first half of January. 
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Executive Summary: Trends and Near-Term Projections 
 

● General Secretary Xi Jinping consolidated his official ideological authority and his 
control over China’s military and security forces. Party-state propaganda sought to 
condition Chinese officials and the broader Chinese public to Xi’s new status as supreme 
leader of China without equal. It is almost certain that Xi will continue to centralize 
power through new laws and regulations and the fostering of a cult of personality through 
an extended propaganda campaign of adulation.  

 
● The CCP is set to extend its disciplinary control over all officials exercising public 

authority through the creation of a supervision super-body, the National Supervision 
Commission, that will work alongside the CCP’s Central Commission for Discipline 
Inspection (CCDI) out of the same offices. It is very likely that the CCDI will maintain 
actual control of the new organization through the appointment of senior CCDI officials 
to the Commission’s leadership. The Commission is set to enhance the ability of the Xi 
leadership to investigate and punish those resisting Xi’s policies and authority. 

 
● Achieving a moderately prosperous society by 2021 continues to depend on the CCP’s 

balancing of competing priorities, including the maintenance of adequate economic 
growth levels, poverty elimination, and emphasis on qualitative growth over quantitative 
growth targets. It is almost certain that China will continue to advance itself 
internationally as the leading proponent of globalization through the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) and as an alternative development model for other countries.  

 
● Events since the 19th Party Congress strongly suggest that the CCP’s International 

Department (CCP/ID) and United Front Work Department (CCP/UFWD) will 
increasingly advance the CCP’s efforts to rally non-CCP elements in China and abroad to 
work towards CCP goals, including national development, national unity, and foreign 
policy initiatives such as the BRI. The CCP/ID has emerged as a key conduit for 
advancing the CCP’s foreign policy initiatives through party-to-party diplomacy.      
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Xi Jinping’s Consolidation of Power 
 

On 18-24 October, 2017, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) held its 19th Party Congress in 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, which saw 2,280 delegates reach an official consensus on 
new policies for the next five years. The overall theme of the Congress centered on “staying true 
to our original aspirations” (不忘初心).2 On 25 October, the first plenum of the new Central 
Committee further endorsed a new Politburo and Politburo Standing Committee, the apex of 
political power in China. The main development of the Congress was General Secretary Xi 
Jinping’s (习近平) official centralization of power over China into his own hands, 
foreshadowing the eventual February 25 announcement that China’s constitution would be 
amended to remove the two-term limit for the presidency, paving the way for Xi’s extended rule.  
 
Consolidation of Power Over the Party  
 
Xi’s name was added to the CCP constitution under his theoretical contribution, “Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era” (习近平新时代中国特色社

会主义思想).3 This elevation of “Xi Jinping Thought” into the party’s guiding ideology 
alongside Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, the “Three 
Represents,” and the Scientific Development Concept after one term in office confirms Xi’s 
elevated status over predecessors Hu Jintao (胡锦涛) and Jiang Zemin (江泽民), who had to 
wait until retirement for their theories to be enshrined in the guiding ideology. The “new era” 
designation of Xi Thought seemingly confirms the analyses of some foreign observers that Xi 
holds his leadership era to be the third generation of leadership (not the fifth), the first being that 
of Mao and the second being Deng’s “new period” (新时期).4 It raised the prospect that Xi’s 
tenure will last as long as Mao’s and Deng’s past 2022, when according to recent convention, Xi 
should retire. 
  
The new Politburo Standing Committee contained no clear successor to Xi. A clear successor of 
the sixth generation of leadership—those leaders born in the 1960s—would have been an 
indicator that Xi intends to step down after his second term at the 20th Party Congress in 2022, a 

                                                
2 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive for 
the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era - Delivered at the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China [决胜全面建成小康社会夺取新时代中国特色社会主义伟大胜利—

—在中国共产党第十九次全国代表大会上的报告],” Xinhua, October 27, 2017.  
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/19cpcnc/2017-10/27/c_1121867529.htm  
3 “19th CPC National Congress’s Resolution on the Amendment of the CPC Constitution [中国共产党第十九次全

国代表大会关于《中国共产党章程（修正案）》的决议],” Xinhua, October 24, 2017, 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/19cpcnc/2017-10/24/c_1121850042.htm  
4 Joseph Fewsmith. “The 19th Party Congress: Ringing in Xi Jinping’s New Age,”  China Leadership Monitor, no. 
55 (2018), https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/clm55-jf-final.pdf ; Cheng Li, Chinese Politics 
in the Xi Jinping Era: Reassessing Collective Leadership (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2016), 373.  
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defining feature of the CCP’s collective leadership era since Deng’s reign. This also suggested a 
desire by Xi to serve on past 2022.  
 
The new Politburo Standing Committee includes a mix of allies and non-challengers that 
effectively gives Xi a majority support base. Li Zhanshu (栗战书) and Zhao Leji (赵乐际) are Xi 
allies. Wang Huning (王沪宁) has served under Jiang, Hu, and Xi as a policy advisor, and has 
not served in significant provincial leadership positions and thus has no power base of his own. 
Han Zheng (韩正) has ties to both Jiang and Xi despite his previous leadership in what some 
scholars describe to be a rival political faction’s feeder institution, the Chinese Communist 
Youth League (CCYL).5 Only Li Keqiang (李克强) and Wang Yang (汪洋) are clearly 
associated with CCYL.  
 
Consolidation of Power over the Military  
 
Xi consolidated his power over the military, ensuring that he controls “the barrel of the gun.” 
The CCP Constitution was amended to emphasize that the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
would “implement Xi Jinping's thinking on strengthening the military” and that the “Chairperson 
of the Central Military Commission assumes overall responsibility over the work of the 
Commission.6” The 6 November publication of the Central Military Commission’s (CMC) 
“Opinions on Comprehensively Deepening Implementation of the Central Military Commission 
Chairman Responsibility System” (关于全面深入贯彻军委主席负责制的意见), reiterated Xi’s 
absolute command over the Chinese military in his capacity as CMC Chairman.7  
 
On 1 January, the paramilitary People’s Armed Police (PAP) was placed under the sole 
command of the CMC. Previously, it reported to both the CMC and the State Council’s Ministry 
of Public Security.8 On 10 January, Xi addressed the PAP at a flag raising ceremony in Beijing, 
where he called the decision to bring the PAP under the control of the CMC a “major political 
decision” to fully implement the Party’s absolute leadership over the armed forces. Prominent 
commentaries followed suit by emphasizing the PAP’s role in responding to unexpected events 
and safeguarding “the core.”9  
                                                
5 Cheng Li, Chinese Politics in the Xi Jinping Era: Reassessing Collective Leadership (Washington, DC: Brookings 
Institution Press, 2016), 373. 
6 “Full Text of Resolution on Amendment to CPC Constitution,” Xinhua, October 24, 2017,  
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-10/24/c_136702726.htm.  
7 “CMC Prints ‘Opinions on Comprehensively Deepening Implementation of the Central Military Commission 
Chairman Responsibility System’ [中央军委印发《关于全面深入贯彻军委主席负责制的意见》],” PLA Daily,  
November 5, 2017, http://www.81.cn/jfjbmap/content/2017-11/06/content_191155.htm  
8 Kristin Huang, “China brings People’s Armed Police under Control of Top Military Chiefs,” South China Morning 
Post, December 28, 2017, http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2125880/china-brings-
peoples-armed-police-under-control-top  
9 “Strive to Build a Strong, Modernized People’s Armed Police [努力建设一支强大的现代化武装警察部队],” 
PLA Daily, January 11, 2018, http://www.81.cn/jfjbmap/content/2018-01/11/content_196690.htm ; “Firmly Follow 
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Propaganda Trumpets Xi’s Authority  
 
A propaganda blitz has been operating in overdrive to emphasize Xi’s personal authority over the 
Party and China. During the 19th Party Congress, Politburo members Sun Chunlan (孙春兰) and 
Cai Qi (蔡奇) referred to Xi with the title “leader” (领袖/lingxiu), previously reserved by 
People’s Daily only for Mao and other leaders of similar stature in communist countries abroad. 
These references continued a slow revival of the term over the previous year, which totaled 12 
references by Politburo or CMC members and provincial CCP chiefs. Other grandiose terms that 
have been used for Xi now include Commander-in-Chief, Helmsman, and Chief Architect.10 
Although People’s Daily did not use the term lingxiu during the Congress, its first page reporting 
of the new Politburo Standing Committee featured an enormous air-brushed image of Xi; below 
it sat a much smaller image of the full Politburo Standing Committee.11 This is in stark contrast 
with the paper’s previous reporting on new leaderships dating back to the Mao era. Additionally, 
from 6-8 November, former Politburo Standing Committee members Liu Yunshan (刘云山),12 
Wang Qishan (王岐山),13 and Zhang Gaoli (张高丽)14 all penned consecutive long-winded 
commentaries in People’s Daily signaling their continued support for Xi’s key initiatives, 
including Xi Jinping Thought, strong Party building, the anti-corruption campaign, and balanced 
economic development.  
 
In summary, Xi has consolidated his grip on power over the party, military, and paramilitary 
forces, and the propaganda apparatus has responded by ensuring everyone knows it. The trickle-
down effect is already evident by a growing cult of personality surrounding Xi, which has 
included the widespread scrambling by Chinese universities to open “Xi Jinping Thought” 

                                                                                                                                                       
the Party’s Orders and Shoulder the Tasks and Missions of the New Era [坚决听从党的号令 担负起新时代使命

任务],” People’s Daily, January 12, 2018, http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2018-
01/12/nw.D110000renmrb_20180112_1-02.htm  
10 Nectar Gan, “What Do You Call Xi Jinping? China’s Elite Echo Language of Mao to Sing the Praises of Their 
‘Leader and Helmsman’,” South China Morning Post, October 25, 2017, http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-
politics/article/2116484/what-do-you-call-xi-jinping-chinas-elite-echo-language  
11 “19th Central Committee First Plenary Session Generates Cenetral Leading Institution, Xi Jinping Serves as CCP 
General Secretary and CMC Chairman [党的十九届一中全会产生中央领导机构 习近平任中共中央总书记中央

军委主席],” Xinhua, October 25, 2017, http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2017-
10/26/nw.D110000renmrb_20171026_2-01.htm  
12 Liu Yunshan, “Deeply Learn and Implement Xi Jinping’s Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for 
a New Era [深入学习贯彻习近平新时代中国特色社会主义思想],” People’s Daily, November 6, 2017, 
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2017-11/06/nw.D110000renmrb_20171106_1-02.htm  
13 Wang Qishan, “Open a New Era and Start on a New Journey [开启新时代 踏上新征程],” People’s Daily, 
November 7, 2017, 
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2017-11/07/nw.D110000renmrb_20171107_1-02.htm  
14 Zhang Gaoli, “Open a New Journey for Comprehensively Building a Modern Socialist Country [开启全面建设

社会主义现代化国家新征程],” People’s Daily, November 8, 2017, http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2017-
11/08/nw.D110000renmrb_20171108_1-03.htm  
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centers, lest their loyalty to their leader be doubted.15 Even so, the coercive element of Xi’s 
consolidated power remains the most powerful motivator for officials to fall in line, namely Xi’s 
relentless anti-corruption campaign.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                
15 Simon Denyer, “Chinese Universities Scramble to Open Centers to Study President Xi Jinping Thought,” The 
Washington Post, November 1, 2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/chinese-universities-scramble-to-
open-centers-to-study-president-xi-jinping-thought/2017/11/01/a845e664-bed8-11e7-af84-
d3e2ee4b2af1_story.html?utm_term=.132fd1da24d3  
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The National Supervision Law and the Anti-Corruption Campaign 
 

 
 
During the final quarter of 2017, the CCDI continued its crackdown on violations of the eight- 
point guideline (中央八项规定). This quarter saw a total of 17,537 investigation cases, 24,639 
punished individuals, and 17,126 individuals receiving Party and governmental disciplinary 
actions. Nearly 90 percent of the investigation cases as well as more than 90 percent of both the 
punishments and disciplinary actions were at the village level. Because no investigations, 
punishments, or disciplinary actions were carried out at the provincial level during this quarter, 
the remainder occured at either the bureau or county level.16 

                                                
16 “4,353 Violations of Eight-Point Guideline Were Investigated and Punished Nationwide in October 2017 [2017年
10月全国查处违反中央八项规定精神问题4353起],” Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, November 
20, 2017, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20171121112526/http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/xwtt/201711/t20171120_112125.html; 
“5,590 Violations of Eight-Point Guideline Were Investigated and Punished Nationwide in November 2017 [2017年
11月全国查处违反中央八项规定精神问题5590起],” Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, December 
28, 2017, http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/special/jdbg3/imgnews_jdbg3/201712/t20171231_160409.html; “7,594 Violations 
of Eight- Point Guideline Were Investigated and Punished Nationwide in December 2017 [2017年12月全国查处违

反中央八项规定精神问题7594起],” Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, January 17, 2018, 
http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/yaowen/201801/t20180118_162067.html  
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A five-year comparison of CCDI data shows 2017 was the commission’s most active year thus 
far. Investigation cases (51,008) and punished individuals (71,644) both approached the records 
set in 2014 (53,085 and 71,748 respectively). Meanwhile, individuals receiving Party and 
governmental disciplinary actions (50,069) surpassed the previous record from 2016 (42,466).17 
 
At the 19th Party Congress, Xi Jinping fully reaffirmed his commitment to his anti-corruption 
campaign, which has helped legitimize his rule and consolidate his authority over the Party: 
 

“The people resent corruption most; and corruption is the greatest threat our Party faces. 
We must have the resolve and tenacity to persevere in the never-ending fight against 
corruption. Only by intensifying efforts to address both the symptoms and root causes of 
corruption… can we avoid history’s cycle of rise and fall and ensure the long-term stability 
of the Party and the country.”18  

 

                                                
17 “7,594 Violations of Eight-Point Guidelines Were Investigated and Punished Nationwide in December 2017 
[2017年12月全国查处违反中央八项规定精神问题7594起];” “Summary of Nationwide Investigations and 
Punishments of Violations of the Eight-Point Guideline over the Past Five Years [五年来全国查处违反中央八项

规定精神问题汇总],” Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, November 30, 2017, 
http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/special/bxgdbbwzn/sjfx_bxgdwzn/201711/t20171129_112724.html  
18 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive 
for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era - Delivered at the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China.”  
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A new National Supervision Law, drafts of which have been under consideration since June 
2017,19 marks the strongest indication of the Party’s commitment to intensifying the anti-
corruption campaign for the foreseeable future. At the 19th Party Congress, Xi named improving 
the Party and state oversight systems as one of the eight measures necessary for “exercising strict 
governance over the Party and improving the Party’s ability to govern and lead.” He vowed that 
the Party would “deepen reform of the national supervision system, conduct trials throughout the 
country, and establish supervisory commissions at the national, provincial, prefectural, and 
county levels, which work together with the Party’s disciplinary inspection commissions as one 
office (合署办公) while keeping their own identity.”20  
 
According to Xi’s public statements, the new law will establish a new super-body representing 
both the Party and state capable of investigating anyone exercising public authority, to be called 
the National Supervision Commission (国家监察委员会). It is described as a “political organ” 
and not an administrative or judicial organ (是政治机关，不是行政机关、司法机关).21 The 
commission consolidates the anti-graft powers of various government departments, thus 
increasing the CCP central leadership’s control over the ongoing anti-corruption campaign. The 
law replaces the shuanggui (双规) system, a secretive detention system used on Party members 
which included the use of extreme isolation and harsh interrogation, with a new mechanism 
called liuzhi (留置). Legal experts say the new mechanism does not go far enough in limiting the 
abuses of shuanggui. While liuzhi codifies and proceduralizes the detention process, it still fails 
to provide basic fair-trial protections, granting investigators enormous power over detainees. The 
law is expected to take effect in March,22 after being reviewed in the first session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress (NPC).23  
 
The law has received criticism from some of China’s leading legal scholars who question its 
constitutionality. The chief concern is that the authority of the National Supervision Commission 
will be higher than both that of the Supreme People’s Court and Supreme People’s 

                                                
19 “Draft Supervision Law Clarifies Norms for New Detention System,” Xinhua, December 22, 2017, 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-12/22/c_136845217.htm  
20 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive 
for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era - Delivered at the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China October 18, 2017.”  
21 “Proactively Explore and Implement to Form Valuable Experiences, Pilot Reform of National Supervision 
System Shows Results - A Summary of the Pilot Work on National Supervision System Reform [积极探索实践 形

成宝贵经验 国家监察体制改革试点取得实效——国家监察体制改革试点工作综述],” Xinhua, November 5, 
2017, http://www.xinhuanet.com/2017-11/05/c_1121908387.htm  
22 “China: Revise Draft National Supervision Law,” Human Rights Watch, November 10, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/11/10/china-revise-draft-national-supervision-law  
23 “Draft Supervision Law Planned to Be Proposed for Deliberation in March 2018 [国家监察法草案拟于2018年3

月提请审议],” National People’s Congress of the PRC, March 10, 2017, http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/xinwen/2017-
03/10/content_2015351.htm  
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Procuratorate.24 Chinese government-affiliated scholars have posited that the establishment of the 
commissions may weaken the ability of people’s procuratorates to supervise state functionaries, 
reflecting similar concerns held by Chinese and foreign observers regarding the consolidated 
powers of the new apparatus.25 
 
In anticipation of the adoption of the new law, the CCP made efforts to stress its authority and 
emphasize the importance of its leadership over legal work. In an article announcing the decision 
to amend the state constitution to reform the national supervision system, Xinhua highlighted in 
bold font the necessity of establishing a national supervision system to bring anti-corruption 
work under the unified leadership of the Party. It stated that through the establishment of a 
centralized, authoritative, and efficient state supervisory system, the full monitoring of all 
government officials becomes possible.26 A Xinhua commentator article supported the move by 
emphasizing that it is a “major policy decision” made by the CCP Central Committee, and part 
of the Party’s major strategic plan for developing socialism with Chinese characteristics in the 
new era.27 Subsequently, at the Central Political and Legal Work Conference (中央政法工作会
议) held in January, Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission Secretary Guo Shengkun (
郭声琨) delivered important directives from Xi, which urged attendees to “uphold the Party’s 
absolute leadership over political and legal work,” and to maintain the country’s political and 
social stability.28  
 
At its core, the new supervisory system expands the Party’s discipline enforcement powers over 
all officials, including those not in the CCP, by creating a nationwide bureaucracy that works 
alongside the party’s CCDI out of the same offices. It seems likely that top CCDI officials will 
also have top posts in the supervision commission’s leadership, just as they do in the current 

                                                
24 Charlotte Gao, “China Plans to Amend Its Constitution,” The Diplomat, December 28, 2017, 
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/china-plans-to-amend-its-constitution/  
25 Li Zhong (李忠), “The Reform of the State Supervisory System and the Re-construction of the Constitution [国家

监察体制改革与宪法再造],” Global Law Review (环球法律评论) 2 (2017), 
http://www.iolaw.org.cn/showArticle.aspx?id=5154  
26 “(Authorized Release) Communique of the Second Plenary Session of the 19th CCP Central Committee [(受权发

布)中国共产党第十九届中央委员会第二次全体会议公报],” Xinhua, January 19, 2018,  
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2018-01/19/c_1122286278.htm.  
27 “Push for the Timely Improvement of the Development of the Constitution - A Second Discussion on 
Implementing the Spirit of the 19th Central Committee Second Plenary Session  [推动宪法与时俱进完善发展——

二论贯彻落实党的十九届二中全会精神],” Xinhua, January 21, 2018, http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2018-
01/21/c_129795768.htm  
28 “Xi Jinping Makes Important Directives on the Work of Politics and Law, Emphasizing Implementing Well the 
Primary Tasks of Defending the Country’s Political Security, Ensuring the Stability of Overall Society, Promoting 
Social Justice and Fairness, and Securing the People’s Livelihood with the People-Centered Developmental Thought 
[习近平对政法工作作出重要指示强调坚持以人民为中心的发展思想履行好维护国家政治安全确保社会大局

稳定促进社会公平正义保障人民安居乐业的主要任务],” People’s Daily, January 23, 2018, 
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2018-01/23/nw.D110000renmrb_20180123_2-01.htm  
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Ministry of Supervision.29 It is notable that Wang Qishan (王岐山)—Xi’s former top-ally and 
anti-corruption chief—is in charge of overseeing the restructuring of China’s supervisory 
system.30 With these developments in mind, the successful implementation of the new National 
Supervision Commission system in the near term would signal a strengthening of not only the 
Party’s anti-corruption efforts, which is viewed as necessary to maintain the Party’s very 
survival, but also Xi’s coercive capabilities to run the country as lingxiu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
29 The Minister of Supervision Is a Deputy Secretary of the CCDI, and His Vice Ministers Are All Either Deputy 
Secretaries or Standing Committee Members of the CCDI: “The 19th CCDI [中国共产党第十九届中央纪律检查

委员会],” CCDI website, accessed February 28, 2018. http://www.ccdi.gov.cn/xxgk/ldjg/. 
30 George G. Chen and Mareike Ohlberg, “A National Supervision System: the CCP’s New Permanent Anti-
Corruption Campaign,”  Merics, December 1, 2017, https://www.merics.org/en/blog/national-supervision-system-
ccps-new-permanent-anti-corruption-campaign  
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Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for the New Era: Economic Policy and Political 
Underpinnings from the 19th Party Congress Onward 

 
2018 marks the 40th year since reform and opening up (改革开放), when China broke its 
economic isolation and began instituting liberalizing economic reforms, known as socialism with 
Chinese characteristics (中国特色社会主义). Broad themes and goals were laid out by the 19th 
Party Congress and the annual Central Economic Work Conference (中央经济工作会议) in 
December 2017 that cut across multiple policy areas, including “green” environmentally-friendly 
development, pension system improvement, scientific research, and corporate ownership 
structure reform. Among the most salient themes are those discussed below.  
 
Achieving a Moderately Prosperous Society  
 
The centerpiece of the economic portion of Xi’s 19th Party Congress speech was reducing 
poverty and inequality in China. According to Xi, “China’s international status as the world’s 
largest developing country has not changed.”31 Even as Chinese researchers break ground in 
genetics and AI, basic poverty has remained a major concern. As of 2015, 55 million people in 
rural China (4.2% of China’s population) were below China’s poverty line.32 
 
One of the few clear economic goals Xi set was eliminating poverty by the CCP centennial. This 
goal is encapsulated in the first of the “two centenary goals”: the realization of a “moderately 
prosperous society.” Xi stated, “We must ensure that by the year 2020, all rural residents living 
below the current poverty line have been lifted out of poverty.”33 It is notable how direct this 
statement is, especially when contrasted with the vague pledge to reach the second centenary 
goal: “After this, with another 30 years of work, and by the time we celebrate the centennial of 
the PRC, we will have basically achieved modernization and turned China into a modern 
socialist country.”34 
 
Current poverty reduction measures include the popular “dibao” (城市居民最低生活保障 or 低
保) universal wage program, building sustainable industries in poor areas, eliminating corrupt 
leaders who dipped into anti-poverty program funds, strengthening education, and improving 

                                                
31 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive 
for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era - Delivered at the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China October 18, 2017.” 
32 “The World Bank In China: Overview,” World Bank, March 28, 2017, 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/china/overview#1  
33 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive 
for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era - Delivered at the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China October 18, 2017.” 
34 Ibid. 
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health services to reduce healthcare costs.35 Early provincial level policies include an 
announcement from the Xinjiang provincial government in January of a three year plan aimed at 
providing employment opportunities to 100,000 people within the region’s poorest counties.36 
The budget has not yet been included.37 As the year goes on, other provinces will likely release 
similar plans to target extreme poverty in their respective regions. 
 
The New Era, New Normal, and Qualitative Reform 
 
The term “New Normal” (新常态) was first coined in 2014 to describe the Chinese economy’s 
decreasing growth rate and the moderation of target expectations. The “New Era” (新时代) 
announced at the 19th Party Congress appears to further move the focus away from targets and 
towards high quality goods and intangibles. Throughout the 19th Party Congress Report, and 
reconfirmed in December 2017 during the Central Economic Work Conference (中央经济工作

会议), there was an emphasis on qualitative reform over quantitative. This could be seen as a 
sign that China is moving away from quantitative targets, which critics say are reached by 
increasing debt.38  
 
However, it is still too soon to tell what GDP targets will be set, or what effect this will have on 
underlying debt. GDP numbers have been used as a source of performance legitimacy for the 
CCP for some time. Some individuals, such as Bank of Communications chief economist Lian 
Ping (连平), still predict higher GDP numbers for 2018 and onward as a sign of China’s 
economic strength.39  
 
Over the medium term, how the Xi leadership will manage to tackle China’s debt problem while 
also eliminating rural poverty by 2020 is a key question. As noted by former Finance Minister 
Lou Jiwei (楼继伟) in a January 2018 speech, an appropriate level of economic growth will have 

                                                
35 Zhuang Pinghui, “Five Things to Know about China’s Huge Anti-Poverty Drive,” South China Morning Post, 
September 6, 2017, http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2109848/five-things-know-about-
chinas-huge-anti-poverty-drive  
36 Ma Chengzhong (马呈忠), “Xinjiang Poverty Alleviation Program Targets Extreme Conditions: Expected to 
Assist 100,000 People in 3 Years [新疆实施深度贫困地区就业扶贫规划：3年实现10万贫困人口转移就业],” 
China Economic Daily, January 29, 2018, 
http://www.ce.cn/xwzx/gnsz/gdxw/201801/29/t20180129_27943233.shtml  
37 “China Rolls Out Three-Year Plan to Tackle Poverty in Xinjiang,” Reuters, February 18, 2018, 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2133730/china-rolls-out-three-year-plan-tackle-poverty-
xinjiang  
38 Michael Pettis, “Is China’s Economy Growing as Fast as China’s GDP?” Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, September 5, 2017, http://carnegieendowment.org/chinafinancialmarkets/72997  
39 Xiong Licai (熊 采), “2018, China’s Economy Will Progress Steadily [2018，中国经济稳健前行],” Economic 
Daily, January 2, 2018, http://paper.ce.cn/jjrb/html/2018-01/02/content_352872.htm 
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to be maintained to reach the party’s goal of creating a moderately prosperous society and turn 
China into a modern socialist country.40 
 
Global Economic Power 
 
China presents itself as now fully arrived on the world stage. Its economy is upheld as an 
indispensable growth driver for the global economy.41 State media outlets credit China’s growth 
as having stabilized the global economic system after 2008, and official CCP literature 
frequently quotes forecasts from the UN, World Bank and IMF predicting upward growth.42 
Upon the release of 2017’s economic statistics, even The Wall Street Journal was quoted as 
proof of China’s contribution to global economic growth.43 

 

Xi’s 19th Party Congress speech and other official party publications claim China is now taking 
up the leadership mantle to protect and expand globalization through the creation of the BRI, 
participation in BRICs, and “actively maintaining the status of the World Trade Organization as 
the primary channel of the multilateral system of world trade.”44 
 
This creates a juxtaposition where the CCP is both vocally defending select international 
government bodies but also creating its own international platforms and promoting its own 
political system as an example. Xi told the 19th Party Congress that China “offers a new option 
for other countries and nations who want to speed up their development while preserving their 
independence.” This appears to be a rebuke to the Bretton-Woods institutions and Western-led 
development programs. 
 

                                                
40 Lou Jiwei (楼继伟), “Speech on the 16th High-Level Forum on Business Development [在第十六届企业发展高

层论坛上的讲话],” PRC National Council for Social Security Fund, January 28, 2018, 
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41 Chen Xuehui ( 学慧), Xu Huixi (徐惠喜), and Yuan Yong (袁勇), “Written on the Occasion of the Publication 
of 2017 National Economic Data (Part II): The Mainstay of the Steady Recovery of the World Economy [写在2017

年度国民经济数据公布之际（下）：世界经济稳步复苏的中流砥柱],” Economic Daily, January 17, 2018, 
http://www.ce.cn/xwzx/gnsz/gdxw/201801/17/t20180117_27762495.shtml 
42 Qi Ping (齐平), Gu Yang (顾阳), and Zeng Jinhua (曾金华), “Written on the Occasion of the Publication of 2017 
National Economic Data (Part I): A New Beginning for High Quality Development [写在2017年度国民经济数据

公布之际（上）：站上高质量发展的新起点],” Economic Daily, January 16, 2018, 
http://www.ce.cn/xwzx/gnsz/gdxw/201801/16/t20180116_27742114.shtml 
43 Chen Xuehui ( 学慧), Xu Huixi (徐惠喜), and Yuan Yong (袁勇), “Written on the Occasion of the Publication 
of 2017 National Economic Data (Part II): The Mainstay of the Steady Recovery of the World Economy [写在2017

年度国民经济数据公布之际（下）：世界经济稳步复苏的中流砥柱],” Economic Daily, January 17, 2018, 
http://www.ce.cn/xwzx/gnsz/gdxw/201801/17/t20180117_27762495.shtml 
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Critics say that China’s embrace of the WTO and borderless trade is little more than skin deep.45 
Close regular reading of state publications suggests that when the Chinese government talks 
about championing global trade, it does not mean free-market and open trade so much as the 
existence of “win-win” economic exchange between China and other countries. 
 
Important Economy-Related 19th Party Congress Moments that Missed the Headlines 
 
Several secondary remarks made by Xi at the 19th Party Congress also deserve attention:46 
 
“[We must] ensure that people have peace of mind about what they’re putting on their plates.” 
 
Though it received only a few moments compared with the time Xi spent discussing improving 
China’s social safety net and healthcare system, public trust in food safety is important enough to 
have made its way into Xi’s address. This reminds foreign observers of the day-to-day anxieties 
Chinese citizens feel about their own consumption despite their country’s rapid progress in 
science and technology. According to a Pew research poll conducted in 2016, 74% of Chinese 
citizens listed food safety as a problem, and within that group 40% listed food safety as a major 
problem. That percentage is nearly four times as high as responses in 2008, the year of the 
infamous baby milk formula scandal.47 
 
“We must remove institutional barriers that block the social mobility of labor and talent and 
ensure that every one of our people has the chance to pursue career through hard work.”  
 
This statement hints at reforms or even the eventual removal of the hukou (户口) household 
registration system. It seems unlikely we will see this in a short time frame, since urban hukou 
holders and government officials are concerned that changes could lead to urban public services 
becoming overwhelmed. However, this hint could be laying the groundwork for creating a more 
fluid intermediary system or a long-term plan at complete domestic freedom of movement. The 
hukou system has undergone frequent modifications since the 1980s and was a priority under Hu 

                                                
45 Christopher Balding, “The Great Leader in Davos,” Balding’s World: Global Finance and Economics, January 
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47 Richard Wike and Bruce Stokes, “Chinese Public Sees More Powerful Role in World, Names U.S. as Top Threat 
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Jintao’s government.48 The changes Hu oversaw were critiqued for not being applicable to 
migrant workers to major cities, the group most negatively affected by the current system.49 
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International Liaison Work: Inter-Party Diplomacy in the New Era 
 
The International Department (CCP/ID), one of the four official CCP departments that work 
directly under the Central Committee, has long played an important yet overlooked role in 
extending the Party’s international power and influence. Initially established to cultivate 
diplomacy with other foreign socialist or communist parties, the CCP/ID has re-identified itself 
over the past 20 years, developing relations with a wide variety of political parties worldwide. 
The department uses party-to-party exchanges to promote China’s interests and as a more 
flexible channel to influence state-to-state relations.50 
 
In November, the CCP/ID was brought out of the periphery and onto center-stage through its 
highly publicized “CCP in Dialogue with World Political Parties” conference, attended by 
representatives of over 300 foreign political parties. The conference indicated that the CCP/ID 
will take a higher profile role in the Party’s diplomatic work, elevating the importance of party-
to-party diplomacy in China’s foreign affairs.  
 
“Inter-Party Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics” 
 
Since 2012, Xi Jinping has placed a greater emphasis on the role of political parties in 
international diplomacy, communication, and cooperation, inciting a rush to conceptualize and 
define “Inter-Party Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics” in the lead-up to the 19th Party 
Congress.51 A 2017 book on the subject published by the Social Sciences Academic Press, which 
is affiliated with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), explains how the CCP 
envisions the role of inter-party diplomacy in its foreign affairs, largely reflecting the stated 
goals of the CCP/ID in recent decades. Inter-party diplomacy is meant to play a “guiding role” in 
China’s international relations, by influencing foreign political parties, politicians, and political 
organizations to understand and respect China’s values and interests.52  The CCP/ID also utilizes 
a front organization called the Chinese Association for International Understanding (中国国际交

流协会) to interface with political parties as well as non-governmental organizations, through 
which it publishes a journal International Understanding.53  
 
In addition to promoting understanding and respect for China’s interests, inter-party diplomacy is 
said to be particularly useful in generating a “global consensus,” particularly regarding China’s 

                                                
50 David Shambaugh, “China's ‘Quiet Diplomacy’: The International Department of the Chinese Communist Party,” 
China: An International Journal 5 no. 1, (March 2007), 26-54. 
51 Yu Hongjun (于洪君), Party-to-Party Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics [中国特色政党外交], (Beijing: 
Social Sciences Academic Press, June 2017), 7-8. 
52 Ibid., 36-37. 
53 David Gitter and Julia Bowie, “The Chinese Communist Party International Department: Advancing ‘One China’ 
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diplomatic goals.54 At a press conference at the 19th Party Congress, CCP/ID Vice Minister Guo 
Yezhou (郭业州) explained the logic behind using political party diplomacy in consensus 
building:  
 

“Political parties play an important role in the political life of most countries. Dialogues 
between political parties facilitate deeper consensus in terms of values and developmental 
orientation, and strengthen political power for developing international relations.”55 

 
The CCP/ID is particularly proud of its achievements in this respect. In a self-congratulatory 
article published in Qiushi Journal in the weeks before the 19th Party Congress, the CCP/ID 
explained that it had utilized inter-party exchange to build support for China’s interests in the 
BRI, as well as the 2016 South China Sea arbitration by getting over 240 political parties in more 
than 120 countries and over 280 well-known think tanks and non-government organizations to 
openly support China’s position.56 The role the CCP/ID played in securing support for China’s 
South China Sea arbitration position supplemented the party-states wider effort to find allies in 
that dispute against the Philippines. Of note, this effort was accused of overstating foreign 
support.57 
 
Promoting China’s Development Model 
 
In the aftermath of the 19th Party Congress, the CCP/ID displayed increasing confidence that the 
influence of China’s development and governance models can be utilized to draw foreign 
political parties into close cooperation with the CCP. Careful to avoid language that comes 
across as overtly promoting a “China model” for other countries to follow, CCP/ID officials 
proclaim that the CCP’s successful “governance and administration experience” provides a 
wealth of wisdom for other countries to benefit from. In a 4 November People’s Daily interview, 
CCP/ID Minister Song Tao (宋涛) explained that he has witnessed an unprecedented desire by 
foreign political organizations to learn from the governance experience of the CCP, and that the 
success of the CCP’s governance of China has become a “model for the world.” Song said that 
the CCP/ID would focus on demonstrating the meaning of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with 
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Chinese Characteristics for a New Era so that more foreign political parties can “understand, 
support, and agree” with China’s development path and the CCP governance model.58 
 
In another article published in Qiushi Journal on the global significance of the 19th Party 
Congress, the CCP/ID’s Research Office asserted that, through its exchanges with foreign 
political parties, it has learned that Xi Thought had penetrated beyond China’s borders, guiding 
the development choices of countries that seek to follow China’s development model. It claimed 
that political party leaders express to them that socialism with Chinese characteristics offers new 
development choices for nations that hope to “accelerate their development while maintaining 
their independence.”59  
 
World Political Parties Dialogue and a “New Type of Political Party Relations” 
 
From 30 November to 3 December, 2017, the CCP/ID hosted its first “CCP in Dialogue with 
World Political Parties High-Level Meeting” (中国共产党与世界政党高层对话会) in Beijing. 
Xi’s attendance and the conference’s proximity to the 19th Party Congress in October indicated 
the meeting’s salience to the CCP’s post-Congress diplomatic agenda.  
 
In an interview with People’s Daily, Song Tao explained that the goals of the conference were 
threefold: first, it explains to the foreign political parties the global significance of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era; second, it creates a platform 
for communication and dialogue among political parties in which the CCP plays a leading role; 
third, it creates an opportunity for the CCP to contribute to the efforts of global political parties 
to “build a better world.”60 

 

Xi’s speech at the conference elevated the role of political parties in China’s diplomacy by 
declaring the CCP’s intention to work with political parties across the globe to build a 
“community of shared future for mankind” (人类命运共同体), a concept promoted at the 19th 
Party Congress that describes how China will approach its role as a global leader. Xi called on 
political parties to develop a “new type of political party relations,” (新型政党关系)61 in which 
political parties work together to build a community of shared future for mankind and construct a 
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“new type of international relations.”62 In January 2018, Song explained that the new type of 
political party relations is based on the building of a new type of international relations.63 

 

The Beijing Initiative 
 
The crowning achievement of the Dialogue was the signing of the “Beijing Initiative” by 
participants at the conference, a document that embodies the CCP/ID’s goal of using diplomacy 
with foreign political parties to generate consensus backing China’s diplomatic goals. The 
document contains the signatures of more than 300 political leaders from 120 countries who 
attended the conference. It extols the achievements of the CCP and endorses Xi’s leadership, Xi 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the BRI, and “building a 
community of shared future for mankind.” Signatories are said to advocate respect for each 
country’s own development path and values, call for the abandonment of a “Cold War 
mentality,” note that China’s BRI-related concepts have “entered into people’s hearts day by 
day,” note that the CCP stands for humanity’s progress, and recognize that the CCP Central 
Committee with Xi at its core has displayed China’s role as a responsible power. 
 
Given the above developments, the CCP/ID appears set to play an enhanced role in augmenting 
China’s traditional state-to-state diplomacy in the pursuit of reshaping the international order to 
better accommodate China’s interests. It carries out this role alongside another Central 
Committee organ that has seen its influence enhanced: the United Front Work Department. 
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United Front Work after the 19th Party Congress 
 

The Revitalization of a “Magic Weapon” 
 
The revitalization of united front work, a collection of strategies through which the CCP seeks to 
rally support for party objectives from non-communist groups—including entrepreneurs, 
religious and ethnic groups, intellectuals, “compatriots” in Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, and 
foreign citizens abroad—has been well documented under Xi’s tenure. In a 2014 speech, Xi 
Jinping famously referred to united front work as one of the CCP’s “magic weapons” (大法宝), 
invoking the Mao-era term to describe the importance of united front work to CCP power. 
During the Mao era, united front work was an important tool for co-opting segments of society 
that were outside of its ideologically determined constituents of peasants, workers, and soldiers 
but were important for the success of national reconstruction following years of war.64 Today, it 
continues to support China’s national development, national unity (as defined by the CCP), and 
foreign policy goals by rallying diverse groups to work towards those objectives.   
 
In 2015, the Central Committee’s United Front Work Department (CCP/UFWD) held its first 
major conference in just under a decade from 18-20 May, titled “The CCP Central Committee’s 
Conference on United Front Work” (中央统战工作会议).65 In his speech at the conference, Xi 
reasoned that CCP/UFWD was increasingly vital to the Party’s new objectives in the current era:  
 

“During the various historical periods of revolution, construction, and reform, our Party has 
always placed united front work in an important place within the Party’s work, worked hard 
to unite all forces that could be united, mobilized all positive factors that can be mobilized, 
and created favorable conditions for the continuous development of the cause of the Party 
and the people. Now, our Party has undergone a major change in its historical position, 
internal and external situation, and mission. The greater the change, the more it is necessary 
to develop and carry out united front work well.”66 

 
Beyond simply being recognized as vital to Party objectives in the “new era”, the work of the 
CCP/UFWD has expanded to include new portfolios. To the preexisting Party Work Bureau, 
Ethnic and Religious Work Bureau, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan & Overseas Liaison Bureau, 
Cadre Bureau, Economics Bureau, Independent & Non-Party Intellectuals Work Bureau, and 
Tibet Bureau, the CCP/UFWD added a Xinjiang Bureau and a New Social Class Representatives 
Work Bureau, which reaches out to entrepreneurs, new media, and students returning from 
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abroad.67 Further indicating its revitalization, the CCP/UFWD expanded by over 40,000 new 
cadres over the course of a few years.68 
 
19th Party Congress: “New United Front Expressions” 
 
The 19th Party Congress reaffirmed the importance of united front work. In Xi’s report to the 
Congress, he listed “consolidating and developing the patriotic united front” as one of the 
primary tasks involved in improving China’s socialist democratic institutions over the next five 
years, saying “The united front is an important way to ensure the success of the Party’s cause, 
and we must maintain committed to it long term.”69 
 
An examination of an article authored by the CCP/UFWD that highlighted the “new united front 
expressions” from Xi’s report to the 19th Party Congress helps foreign analysts estimate what the 
department will focus on until the 20th Party Congress. The expressions highlighted emphasize 
the tasks of co-opting an increasingly diverse society around the Party’s leadership and control, 
but also discuss increasing the number of government officials from under-represented segments 
of society. The article’s highlighted expressions include: 70  
 

• "guiding non-public economic development" 
• "correctly carrying out new social class work" 
• "organically integrating the defense of the central government’s comprehensive 

governance of the Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions and 
guarantee of a high degree of autonomy for these regions" 

• "promoting the extensive, multi-level, and systematized development of consultative 
democracy" 

• "strengthening the CPPCC's democratic supervision" 
• "persisting in the direction of sinicization of China's religions"  
• "displaying the functionality of [non-Party intellectuals] in undertaking socialism 

with Chinese characteristics" 
• "extensively uniting and connecting with overseas Chinese and returning Chinese 

and jointly working together towards the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation" 
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• "correctly planning the cultivation and selection of female cadres, ethnic minority 
cadres, and non-Party cadres" 

 
On the sidelines of the 19th Party Congress, the CCP/UFWD held a press conference in which 
Executive Deputy Head Zhang Yijiong (张裔炯) and Deputy Head Ran Wanxiang (冉万祥) 
described the organization’s missions. Zhang explained that uniting the whole nation behind 
Party objectives is essential to the realizing the CCP’s “two centenary goals.” He noted efforts to 
ensure better regulation of consultation among the various officially recognized Chinese political 
parties. The establishment of a more efficient system for providing suggestions and criticism 
directly to the CCP Central Committee and State Council, which Zhang dubbed the “express 
train” system, is one example. He also noted that Xi himself had attended four or five 
consultative conferences each year of his tenure, and that the head positions of local United Front 
Work Departments are now occupied by standing committee members of local Party Committees 
following the May 2015 implementation of the “CCP United Front Work Regulations (Trial)” (
中国共产党统一战线工作条例(试行)),71 allowing for management of united front work. This 
was said to indicate the “great importance attached to united front work by the CCP Central 
Committee.”72 
 
Appointment of You Quan 
 
Shortly after the 19th Party Congress, You Quan (尤权) was selected to replace Sun Chunlan (孙
春兰) as head of the CCP/UFWD.73 As a member of the Politburo and one of the most senior 
women within the CCP leadership, the selection of Sun Chunlan74 to run the department was 
recognized as a sign of the CCP/UFWD’s growing importance.75 Neither of the two previous 
heads under Hu Jintao, Du Qinglin (杜青林) and Liu Yandong (刘延东), had been Politburo 
members. Promoted to the Politburo as well in 2017, You Quan’s appointment continues the new 
tradition of selecting the Party’s senior-most leaders to head the department.  
 
You was most likely selected for his experience dealing with Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan as 
Party Committee Secretary in Fujian Province, the coastal province nearest to Taiwan, from 
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2012 to 2017. During You’s tenure in Fujian, the province set up a pilot free-trade zone in an 
effort to attract Taiwanese businesses and strengthen economic ties. You became the first Fujian 
party chief to lead a delegation to Taiwan to promote exchanges in 2014, and led a delegation to 
Hong Kong to promote business cooperation in 2015. It is expected that as CCP/UFWD head, 
You Quan will focus on strengthening the influence of pro-Beijing voices in Hong Kong, and 
developing closer ties between Hong Kong and Taiwan.76 Some observers gathered that his lack 
of experience handling ethnic and religious issues signals the emphasis of Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
and foreign influence operations over other united front objectives.77 
 
Post 19th Party Congress 
 
The key task of the CCP/UFWD in the immediate aftermath of the 19th Party Congress has been 
to promote the study of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 
Era among non-Party members. Responding to the Central Committee’s call to implement the 
“spirit of the 19th Party Congress,” the CCP/UFWD adopted 21 measures to “arm people’s 
minds” with Xi Jinping Thought and “safeguard Xi’s core position.”78 
 
Amid its many other objectives, the CCP/UFWD has publicized a particular emphasis on its 
work with members of “new social classes” as a primary intention this year. You Quan’s first 
public appearance as CCP/UFWD head was at a meeting on studying and implementing the spirit 
of the 19th Party Congress for Non-Party Members, Intellectuals, and New Social Classes, where 
he emphasized that these members of society are essential for promoting the cause of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics in the new era.79 After a January meeting of CCP/UFWD heads 
from across the country, the CCP/UFWD released an article summarizing the meeting entitled, 
“Reinforce United Front Work Targeting the Members of the New Social Classes This Year,” 
through its Wechat account, singling out this objective among many others.80  
                                                
76 Nectar Gan, Phila Siu, and Tony Cheung, “China’s New Non-Party Liaison Chief Aims to Boost Support from 
Hong Kong Business Groups,” South China Morning Post, November 7, 2017, 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2118815/chinas-new-non-party-liaison-chief-aims-boost-
support  
77 Tenzin Tseten, “What You Quan’s Appointment as the Head of the UFWD Tells Us?,” Tibet Policy Institute, 
November 15, 2017, http://tibetpolicy.net/comments-briefs/what-you-quans-appointment-as-the-head-of-the-ufwd-
tells-us/  
78 “21 Requirements! How the Central Committee’s United Front Work Department Will Study, Spread, and 
Implement the Spirit of the 19th Party Congress [21条干货！学习宣传贯彻十九大精神，中央统战部这么干！
],” Tongzhan Xinyu, November 14, 2017, 
http://www.zytzb.gov.cn/tzb2010/tzyw/201711/855f3c81d9af4335921ae8288b09bf6b.shtml  
79 “Special Symposium on Non-Party Members, Non-Party Intellectuals, and New Social Classes Studying and 
Implementing the Spirit of the 19th Party Congress Convened in Beijing [无党派人士、党外知识分子和新的社会

阶层人士学习贯彻党的十九大精神专题座谈会在京召开],” Xinhua, November 7, 2017, 
http://paper.ce.cn/jjrb/html/2017-11/08/content_348277.htm  
80 Zhong Yuhao, “National United Front Minister Level Conference: New Social Classes United Front Work Must 
Be Strengthened This Year [全国统战部长会议：今年要加强新的社会阶层人士统战工作],” The Paper, 
January 18, 2018, https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_1956788 



 26 

 
The enhanced stature of the CCP/UFWD and its growing focus on non-communist groups 
essential to the ambitious development goals of the 19th Party Congress suggest the potential 
expansion of activities carried out by united front work organizations at home and abroad in the 
near-term to medium term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


